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The Snitch 
 
“I’ve Reached the age where my brain has switched from, I 
probably shouldn’t do that to; What the hell! Let’s see what 
happens.” 
 
TOURS/EVENTS  
 
Our tour season is over, and we were able to sell every ticket 
we offered.  We did have more no-shows than we expected, 
and the Board is considering changing the sequencing of the 
ticket sales so people will not forget their dater, or there is less 
time for personal events to interfere with their attendance.   
 
We will be having basic and advanced tour guide/sweep classes 
during the winter.  We will provide a schedule of classes in the 
next newsletter.   
 
Like many museums, we are developing a looped video 
presentation on the history of the prison.  Obviously, this will 
be a chronological history of the prison rather than the 
presentation dictated by the tour route.  We will be testing our 
looped historical presentation for criticism and suggestions at 
the tour training. 
 
Our President, Maurice White, is working on the development 
of a Halloween event at NSP for next year.  Both Maurice and 
our Secretary, Didi Chaney, toured the Reno event and were 
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really impressed with the professionalism of the company.  The company has already hired 
an individual to begin the implementation of our event.  Brian Hutchins is developing a 
contract that will make the event possible.   
 
PARANORMAL 
 
Susan Bernard and her crew did a Ghost walk on Oct. 26th, and has an interesting picture and 
story to share. 
 
 

, 
 
“So, I had asked everyone to sit on the bleachers so I could take a picture. After I took the 
picture, I said ok let’s start the ghost walk. I did not see this until I got home, and I contacted 
the group and they also confirmed on our web site Nevada State Prison Paranormal that 
nothing was behind them and were all freaked out. I hope to do a lot of ghost walks 
throughout the year and much more. “ 
 
YARD LABOR CREW & PROJECTS 
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This is a quiet time of year with the end of the tour season.  That means that Terry Hubert 
and his crew have been burning the weeds in the yard. 
 
Lee Perks is working on getting a contractor and a schedule for the repair of the roofs.  This 
action will take place next Spring, but we want to be ready to go when the weather turns. 
 
MUSEUM 
 
Continuing to stage the Warden and secretary’s offices.  They will be ready for next season’s 
tours.   We have received an important donation from the Bernard family for the Warden’s 
Office.  Their father was Warden at NSP from Jan. 1951 to Apr. 1959.  The donation included 
some dramatic art that was done by inmates. 
 

                                               
                                         WARDEN BERNARD              NAOMI BERNARD 
 
They also donated personal items that Warden Bernard used in his office. This is wonderful 
to have items of such clear provenance and attachment to the history of NSP.   My personal 
favorites are the pipes that were always to hand in most of our photos of him. 
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Another small triumph for the Museum was the capture of a set of bars, with door, to be 
used by our tourists for proper prison portraits.  We have long noted the presense of the 
bars in the junk yard alongside the NSP maintenance building.  The other day the Snitch 
intercepted  John Meyer, the NSP/WSCC Maintenance Supervisor, as he drove up to the 
building on the BIG NSP forklift.  Thanks to John the bars were moved to a spot in front of 
Admin.  We now have an appropriate NSP photo opportunity for the next tour season.  The 
question is whether we clean them up or leave them in their current scruffy state. 
 

                                         
 
We have several projects that we wish to complete over the winter.  We would like to 
document and perhaps develop a display of graffiti in the prison.  We are also working on 
completing a large display of mugshots of some of the more notorious inmates in our 
history.  This would include an accompanying write-up about the inmate.  This project will 
involve working in the State Archives.   
 
One of the problems we have in working with State Archives is that many of the inmates 
from the 19th century do not have a file.  During this period an inmate only had a file if he 
applied for a pardon.  Another problem with Archives is that old inmate files are not 
available until 20 years have passed after their departure from the Department.  What the 
NDOC has is a collection of “orange cards” which details the data on almost all former 
inmates.  We have a “visible file” cabinet that we would like to use to collect cards on 
significant inmates.  This would involve scanning the cards in the central offices of the NDOC 
at the Stewart Indian School.   
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If you would be interested in working on these projects, you can contact Glen Whorton at 
the email or phone number listed in the side banner on the first page. 
 
 
HISTORY    
 
We’ve found a couple of interesting things this month.  We regularly cruise EBAY 
to watch for NSP items and usually see the same old postcards and the modern 
picture book.  This time there was a postcard using a photo of NSP that we had 
never seen. 
 

                 
 
Obviously, this is a shot looking into the yard towards the northeast.  It is after the 1925 
construction, but the building looks pretty well worn. Perhaps the construction is 
incomplete.  Looking at the old control area in the lower left corner of the photo, it is not 
secured so its original use must have been for some other purpose.   
 
Another interesting find is an execution that has not been documented in any of the 
available lists of persons put to death at NSP.   This is a list of the people executed at NSP 
before the use of gas.  Note the time gap between Joe Ibapah and Andriza Mircovich. 
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The execution of George Williams noted in the Sept. 24, 1909, Associated Press story bridges 
that gap.   
 

                                    
 
We have not seen George listed in any other reference to NSP executions.  I guess we’ll have 
to learn how to edit a Wikipedia article.  This brings the total executions at NSP to 55.  We 
will also have to adjust our dialogue for the tours and search out a mugshot for George.   
 
 RENO GAZETTE  11-29-1904 
 
This is a great story.  We get to combine an escape with fossils!  You don’t find that 
combination in many prison histories.  What’ll they think of next.  CASINOS IN PRISON??  By 
the way, where did all these mastodons get to?  How come you don’t have one in your little 
museum, HUH?                        
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