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There’s a light at the
end of the tunnel for
Nevada State Prison

There continues to be a
pent-up demand to open the
historic Nevada State Prison
and, for those watching the
progress, rejoice, there’s a
light at the end of the tunnel.

Some were lucky enough
to be able to enjoy the infor-
mative tours before the state
Public Works Board closed
the prison mandating the
Nevada State Prison Pres-
ervation Society (NSPPS)
spend thousands of dollars
to determine whether the
155-year-old prison could
meet ADA requirements to
allow for regularly scheduled
tours, even though when
open, the prison was ADA
compliant for prisoners.

The Chamber was fortu-
nate to be able to use the
backdrop of the prison for
their 70th Annual Meeting
in 2015. The NSPPS staff
worked hard to prepare the
prison yard for this historic
event that might showcase
how the site could be used
for future concerts and
events. Over 300 attended
this historic event.

Unfortunately, with a
change of guard at the
Department of Corrections
and scrutiny by the Public
Works Board, things came

to a screeching halt and the
NSPPS was charged with
raising thousands of dollars
they did not have to hire ar-
chitects and engineers to de-
termine whether a Change of
Use Permit could be granted.
This wasn’t just simply red
tape to mire through, this
was a brick wall.

As NSPPS President Glen
Whorton writes, “This has
been an extremely busy year
for the preservation of the
Nevada State Prison despite
the fact access to the facility
has been limited. After the
Chamber leadership acade-
my event last spring, NSPPS
was informed that a “Change
of Use Permit” would be
required before tours could
resume. This is a complicat-
ed process involving archi-
tects, engineers, and six state
agencies.”

With the assistance of the
Chamber 2016 Leadership
Institute class to raise funds,
the society engaged Dube’
Group architects and the
final stages now are being
done to design the tour
route and the modifications
needed to make certain the
proposed tours could com-
ply with state and federal
requirements.

By Ronni Hannaman
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NSPPS president GlenWhorton hopes to be able to
unlock the doors to the Nevada State Prison soon to allow
the public to visit this historic site.
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Memory of V&T Roundhouse
isn’t fading away

The beloved V&T Roundhouse
met the wrecking ball in Feb-
ruary 1991 and those who re-
member the historic landmark

still rue the day it was demolished.
In the April 1991 edition of Na-

tional Trust for Historic Preservation
magazine — then called Preservation
News — writer Lisa A. Kirk reported
the Virginia & Truckee Railroad Engine
House and Shops was the “most visible
reminder of the state’s famous Com-
stock mining booms.”

The dismantling of the
45,000-square-foot iconic sandstone
structure took five weeks. T&O Ma-
sonry of St. Helena, Calif., was hired by
then sole owner Paul Larquier — who
at the time lived in California — to de-
molish the roundhouse and negotiated
with Larquier to buy the stones, hauling
the stones back to St. Helena. For those
who like following the paper trail, Mrs.
Omer (Marie) Wolf and Paul Larquier
inherited the building from their father
Mr. Paul Louis Larquier in 1958. The
senior Larquier purchased the building
in 1955 after the site had been on the
market since 1952.

Once described by then curator of
the California State Railroad Museum,
Stephen Drew, as “one of Carson City’s
most significant and long-standing
architectural features,” the Roundhouse
was listed in the National Register in
1972, but that listing did not save it.
When fully operational, the inside was
filled with a machine shop, round-
house, water works, pattern shop, smith
shop, foundry, car shop, engine room,
and tin shop and many were employed
there.

Since the land on which the round-
house sat was privately owned, the City
could not stop demolition although a
strong effort was made by citizens to
convince the City to purchase the site.
Money, however, was tight. Mayor
Marv Teixeira made every effort to
save the structure and so passionate

was he about this that even in his
obituary, published on June 5, 2014 in
the Nevada Appeal, the roundhouse
demolition was mentioned, “Teixeira
said the low point in his time in office
was his unsuccessful attempt in 1991 to
prevent the demolition of the historical
V&T Roundhouse in east Carson City,
which had been determined an unsafe
hazard.”

In the attempt to save some of the
structure, the V&T Engine House and
Shops Foundation was formed with
the sole purpose of raising monies to
purchase some of the stones to rebuild
some of the shops. Sharon Burnett was
the first president. Ed Astone, Town
Manager for Old Sacramento and the
driving force behind the revival of Old
Sac was consulted and, in 1984, assert-
ed in his study the project wouldn’t
pencil, “It was the right project in the
wrong community, economically and
politically.” He did not feel the com-
munity could afford to subsidize the
venture.

Some wanted to turn the building
into government offices by having the
City use the 1987 “quick take” law allow-
ing the city to condemn the property

through eminent domain to allow for
redevelopment. The citizens opposed
this fearing if the project failed, taxpay-
ers would be burdened. As is the case
in so many things, taxpayers wanted
to preserve the buildings, but were
opposed to paying higher taxes to do
so. In a last-ditch effort, Mayor Teixeira
proposed a ballot question — that never
made it to the ballot — to raise taxes to
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TOP: Carson City’s historic V&T Roundhouse as it was in the 1940s. Note the
arches. MIDDLE: TwoV&T arches are storedwithin the city’s corporate yard
waiting to be restored and admired. BOTTOM:TheV&T Roundhouse arch as
seen at Round Pond Estates in Oakville, Calif.

TOP: MIDDLE: COURTESY CARSON CITY PUBLICWORKS BOTTOM: COURTESY T&O MASONRY
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But where are the arches?



Whorton adds, “The Di-
rector of the Department of
Corrections has committed
to completing the request
for the change of use which
goes to various agencies for

review.”
What will it further take

to open this landmark
to become another tour-
ism attraction in our city
attracting those who love
historic prisons? Whorton
states it will cost even more
money than has already

been expended to get to this
point. The bank account
has been drained to pay for
the architectural review and
renderings. But, things are
looking up. According to
Whorton, “The Internation-
al Footprint Association,
Chapter 72, fromMinden,

recently donated $1,000. In
addition, Sheriff Ron Pier-
ini of Douglas County has
donated all of his artifacts
from the time of his employ-
ment at the Prison.”
Learning how to nav-

igate the grant scene,
NSPPS applied to the John
Ben Snow Foundation
andMemorial Trust, and
Whorton is pleased to an-
nounce the successful grant
funding of $12,500. They
also were granted $2,000
from the Estelle J. Kelsey

Foundation. Whorton
states, “That was especially
poignant for the foundation
trustees are Don and Car-
olyn Bernard. Don’s father
was the prison warden in
the 1950s and his family
was the last to live in the
warden’s house.”
The NSPPS invites the

public to join them in their
efforts to raise needed
monies by joining the
society as an individual or
life member. The Chamber
joined the Society as a Life

Member for $200, a small
amount when considering
the gain this historic attrac-
tion may have to our econo-
my, not to mention our his-
toric pride. We encourage
all to join at whatever level
you can afford whether at
the $20 senior/student
level or the business level
at $500. This is a volunteer
organization and no monies
are expended for salaries.
Don’t let the prison go

the way of so much of our
unique history; let’s all
invest in the future while
showcasing our histor-
ic past. Go to the NSPPS
website for more informa-
tion on how to join: www.
nevadastateprison.org. If
we all contribute even a lit-
tle, we’ll bring back a bit of
our history for current and
future generations to enjoy.
Or, if you prefer, come by
the Chamber. We’ll proudly
take your donation to pass
on to NSPPS. We still have
some of the holiday orna-
ments featuring the prison
if you are looking for them.
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Can the U.S. Census Bureau predict the future?
Every 10 years, demog-

raphers and marketers use
the result of the national
census to forecast com-
ing trends, thus preparing
businesses for what may lie
ahead.
But, is the census all that

reliable? In our fast-paced
world, events can skew
statistics almost overnight
causing unanticipated
ripple effects throughout
the business world. Can the
Bureau anticipate men such
as Lance Gilman, Gover-
nor Brian Sandoval or Elon
Musk, who with a stroke of
their pen can forever the
fortunes of our region?
The U.S. Census is man-

dated by Article 1, Section
2 of the U.S. Constitution,
and every five years is up-
dated under the Econom-
ic Census to measure the
health of the U.S. economy.
The original intent of the
census was “to apportion
seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives, define
legislative districts, school
districts and other func-
tional areas of government.”
According to the website,
today, “the mission is to
serve as the leading source
of quality data about the
nation’s people and econ-
omy.” Many marketers still
use the census data as their
marketing bible to predict
future trends.
Federal and state demog-

raphers consider the study
of humanity a science;
however, humans are not
as predictable as they once
were. When the census first
was mandated, we were a

homogenous nation. We
haven’t been homo-

geneous for a long time.
There were no technologi-
cal advances changing the
world and its people in an
instant. The population was
stable. In contrast, today, by
the time the census results
are analyzed and published,
the data is outdated. The
influx of immigrants has
changed our world as have
the entrepreneurs and gov-
ernment officials not afraid
to take a chance.
Today’s generations are

unpredictable and noth-
ing like the generation
that bore them. The Baby
Boomers were followed
with much trepidation –
and still are. How could
society absorb this many
people all coming through
the world at the same time?
Then the hue and cry be-
came, how would society
cope when they exited at
the same time?
Then there was the Baby

Bust or GenX genera-
tion. Boomers just didn’t
reproduce to the numbers
forecasted, followed then
by the concern of who was
to support the Boomers
in their old age since the
GenX generation was far
too small to generate the
tax revenues needed to sup-
port the Boomers in their
retirement.
Then it was the GenX’ers

turn to surprise demogra-
phers. They produced chil-
dren in numbers not seen
in previous generations.
In fact, they had so many
babies, the Millennials
are now America’s largest
generation, hopefully able

to take care of their parents
and grandparents — that
is, once they are no longer
supported by those parents/
grandparents.
Demographers predict-

ed the sky would fall as the
Baby Boomers came of re-
tirement age about 8 years
ago. They predicted a work-
force exodus that could
cripple the workplace since
there were not enough
GenX’ers to fill the spots
and the Millennials were
still too young. Businesses
prepared for the worst. The
scramble began to develop
robots.
As they have all their

lives, the unpredictable
workaholic Boomers just
defied convention. The
mass exodus did not occur.
That same exodus is being

predicted yet again. We
shall see. The only Boomers
seeming to retire are those
who work in government
and have stable pensions.
It appears the Millennials

will be just as unpredict-
able. They are not marrying
as early and having children
much later than any previ-
ous generation. Demogra-
phers are sure to wail about
this soon predicting dire
consequences of this action,
for who will take care of the
Millennials once they are
of retirement age? History
just may just repeat itself,
as it usually does.
Once again, attempting

to lump people into a spe-
cific category or predict the
future is the least predict-
able of all “sciences.” While
demographers assert their

stats are to be used as a
template of the future, the
reality is no one can predict
the future. As we have seen,
the economy can be rolling
along and poof, the bubble
bursts creating unintended
consequences.
Or, one decision or action

could change the entire for-
tunes of a city or region.
We doubt demographers

had yet met or heard of
real estate developer Lance
Gilman, owner of the Reno
Tahoe Industrial Center.
How could they know in
2010 — the date of the
last official census — that
in 2014 Governor Brian
Sandoval and his economic
development team would
bring Northern Nevada out
of the economic doldrums
by signing into law tax

incentives to attract some
of the world’s most attrac-
tive companies — like Tesla
and Panasonic — that were
courted by Lance Gilman?
Columnist Karen Weise

writes in Bloomberg Busi-
nessweek (6/22/17) “Not
long ago, Reno was a home
foreclosure capital and
fading casino town. Today,
Reno is starting to look like
Silicon Valley.” Even those
in the economic develop-
ment sector in Reno did not
realize with just a stroke of
the governor’s pen, Reno
would become a “hipster
haven” and on the radar of
those who want to live in a
“cool” city.
Will Carson City at-

tract the Millennials and
GenX’ers now flocking to
Reno? According to de-
mographers, there won’t be
much spill over. Millenni-
als prefer jobs that chal-
lenge them and allow their
creativity to shine, talents
not often needed in gov-
ernment dominated capital
cities. Plus, we still have
some challenges to over-
come: new apartments,
more restaurant choices,
thriving night life, afford-
able housing. Until these
challenges are met, the
demographers might be
right, but as we continue to
see, things can change in
an instant!
Is there a Lance Gilman

soon to announce some
major event in our city? You
never know. We can say we
are ready for whatever good
comes our way. Now, we
must take care of the rest
of the city as we have taken
care of the downtown.

By Ronni Hannaman

Did the U.S. Census Bureau ever hear of game-changer Lance Gilman?
AP/THE LAS VEGAS SUN

Extreme Fire Danger
Please use caution when on back trails,

parks, and hiking.
Fire Emergency: 911

Fire Non-Emergency: 887-FIRE (3473)
Sheriff Non-Emergency: 887- COPS

904 N.Curry St. • 883-6233
One block north of
Washington Street

Thank
you for voting u

s

#1 GIFT
SH

OP

HAPPY
SUMMER!

A18 | Sunday, July 23, 2017 | Nevada Appeal


